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PEEL THUNDER COLTS 
Statement by Member for Dawesville 

MR A.D. MARSHALL (Dawesville) [12.52 pm]:  I am pleased to advise the House that Peel Thunder colts 
have won the 2004 Western Australian Football League colts premiership, beating East Fremantle in the semi-
final and South Fremantle in the grand final.  This win allowed Peel Thunder to create Western Australian 
football history and burned the players’ names into the honour boards of the Mandurah Football Club. 

There were some red-faced rival club officials after the game.  For six years Peel Thunder had to endure fierce 
opposition to stay in the WAFL competition from men like Len Hitchen of East Fremantle, Terry Dean of South 
Fremantle, Peter Metropolis of Subiaco, Bob Johnson of Claremont and, the most negative of them all, Brian 
“Spots” Lawrence of Perth.  These presidents and former presidents did not want a regional team in the 120-
year-old metropolitan competition, arguing that nine teams would not work.   

Peel Thunder officials believed the future of football was in the fast-growing urban developments and suburbs of 
the outer perimeter metropolitan area and used West Perth moving to Joondalup as an example.  The Peel 
Thunder victory showed these so-called promoters of the game that the future of football lay not in mathematical 
team statistics but in where new primary schools were being built.   

The junior development of the Peel Thunder Football Club has been simply amazing.  The Western Australian 
18-year-old team has four Thunder representatives, the 16-year-old team has six, and five Peel players made the 
state 15-year-old team.  As well as that, the under-14 number one Peel Thunder team was undefeated in the 
development squad carnival last week.   

Six years ago I told the House that the new Peel Thunder Football Club would win a premiership in six years.  
To all the knockers who scoffed: I rest my case. 
 


